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Mosquito Control to control Marengo’s mosquitos

■ Council also
approves pool
stafﬁng

By BRIAN RATHJEN
Pioneer-Republican editor
The only objection to
Marengo’s mosquito spraying contractor likely came
from the mosquitoes themselves.
Citing satisfaction with
the job Mosquito Control
of Iowa did a year ago in
controlling the pesky insect, the Marengo City
Council voted 4-0 to retain
the Rolfe-based company
to spray for the insect.
The cost of the contract
is $11,000, up $500 from a
year ago.
City
administrator
Brent Nelson said that the
company’s service activities in the city a year ago
have now been supplied.
There were some communication issues, which
Mosquito Control ofﬁcials
said was due to incorrect

contact information for
the city.
“I feel Mosquito Control
of Iowa has done a decent
job in performing their
services in the past,” Nelson wrote in a memorandum to the council. “There
just seemed to be a lack of
communication last year.”
Replying to councilman Mike Curry’s question
about sprayings, Nelson
said Mosquito Control typically sprays seven to 10
times a year. This includes
a larviciding, which applicators apply to the levees.
When asked if there
was still time to ﬁnd other
contractors to get comparable bids, Nelson said
that there are not that
many mosquito control
companies that provide
the speciﬁc services the
city wants.
“The only other company out there is Iowa
Spray, which we used two
years ago because they
were lower cost, and we
were not happy with the
results,” he said. He added

that more research into alternative treatment methods is being considered for
the future.
POOL STAFFING
A change in the management structure will not
affect daily operations at
the Marengo Municipal
Swimming Pool.
Due to added expenses
to keep the pool operational, there will be no
“pool manager” this year.
Instead, the duties will be
split between Nelson and
Pat Hanover. Meanwhile
lifeguard supervisor Holly
Carney will handle the
training and certiﬁcation
of the guards, as well as
such things as supervision
and scheduling.
Nelson stressed that
last year’s manager, Diane Smith, did a great job.
“This is just a cost-cutting
move,” he explained regarding an effort to save
expenses in the pool budget.
Council members approved the change in man-

agement structure, and in
the same motion agreed to
hire 19 applicants for lifeguard positions at the pool,
with their hires contingent
upon certiﬁcation. Hired
were Natalie Demmel,
Caitlan Gassman, Madison
Gerard, Olivia Glandorf,
Abbigail Hartman, Belle
Hartman, Kailey Kaestner,
Megan Kaestner, Makayla Keim, Jackie Kriegel,
Madison Lacina, Bailey
Mattison, Taylor Randall,
Miranda Rathjen, Mackensie Saurbrei, Anna Smith,
Emily Smith, Gina Svare
and Emily Waddell.
The guards will be paid
on a sliding scale, based
on years of experience;
the beginning wage will
be $6.75 per hour, with 25
cents more per year and
the head guards getting
$8 per hour. The rates are
similar to Belle Plaine
and Williamsburg, Nelson
said.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
In his monthly report to
the council, public works

director Lonnie Altenhofen explained that televising of sewer lines on the
southeast side of the city
has been completed. The
footage of the lines has not
yet been made available
for viewing, but his department is aware of several
issues within the sewer
system.
Altenhofen also explained the situation on
Eastern Avenue involving
the sewer main collapse,
which at ﬁrst was thought
to be a simple “cable in
a line” problem. He said
that a series of situations,
which included the excavated site continually ﬁlling in with water and dirt,
required a special pump to
ﬂush out the water before
repairs could be made.
Other items:
• The Bear Creek lift
station rails are in.
• Streets have been
surveyed for seal coating,
while several alleys have
had rock placed on them.
• Work has started in
getting the swimming pool

ready for the 2012 season.
FIREWORKS
PERMIT ISSUED
In other business, the
council
approved
the
Marengo Volunteer Fire
Department’s application
for a ﬁreworks permit for
the city’s Third of July celebration. As always, the
display will be at Gateway
Park.
The council then recessed before joining the
Marengo Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees, the
Iowa Valley School Board
and Pennies for the Pool
in a joint meeting to discuss the possibility of a
community wellness center for the city.
Councilman Brian Imhoff was absent. The next
city council meeting will
be at 6 p.m. Monday, May
14 at Marengo City Hall,
153 E. Main St.

Contact Brian Rathjen at
brathjen@dmreg.com.

Hope Luncheon last fall was a big success

Planning is already underway for this year’s Hope
Luncheon in Marengo.
Organizers say it will be
a women-only educational
luncheon, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 27,
during breast cancer awareness month. Information and
tickets will be available on
the organization’s website at
www.hopeluncheon.com.
This year’s event comes
on the heels of a successful
Hope Luncheon last fall during Breast Cancer Awareness Month, in remembrance
of the 10th anniversary of the
death of Marengo resident
Jayne Swift
More than $10,000 was
raised at the Oct. 1, 2011,
event at the American Legion Hall, Marengo, making
possible a free mammography program for women of
Iowa County in Swift’s memory. The funds also will pay
for other breast cancer prevention programs.
The program will pay all
charges for a mammogram
for qualifying individuals.
Women must be residents of
Iowa County and must ﬁll out
a short, conﬁdential application form that is processed
by Mercy Medical Center,
Cedar Rapids.
Additional services will
be available to qualifying
women through The Hope
Luncheon and Marengo Memorial Hospital Foundation
partnering with Mercy Medical Center. Women qualifying for a free mammogram
who require additional
breast care services, will be

provided with the needed
services through Mercy’s
Especially for You fund.
One application qualiﬁes
women for both programs.
Applications forms can be
downloaded from the Hope
Luncheon website (www.
hopeluncheon.com/freemammograms) or the Mercy
Care website (www.mercycare.org/EFY).
PHAT Daddy’s catered
a buffet-style dinner for
the Hope Luncheon evening event, with auctions
and rafﬂes being held. The
event was a co-ed event for
the ﬁrst time since the Hope
Luncheon was established
in 2001.
A host of community volunteers contributed to the
success of the event. Organizers Conna Bral and Kim
Loffer were assisted by volunteers Christine Snook,
Darla Doud, Joanne Slockett,
and Kathleen Frimml. Cathy
Bral-Horgan served as the
fundraising auctioneer and
Sarah and Michelle Swift
conducted the rafﬂes at the
event. Local companies and
organizations provided auction items, cash and in-kind
donations to make the event
a success. Local companies
included: PHAT Daddy’s,
American Legion, Reﬂections Entertainment, Phool’s
Gold, Tanger Outlet Center,
Coach Factory Outlet, CarQuest, Jumer’s Hotel and
Casino, Riverside Casino
and Gold Resort, The Ladies
Room, Williamsburg Recreation Center, Subway, Millstream Brewery, Marengo

Memorial Hospital, King
Theatre, Hair Supply, Family Hair Design, Hair Addiction, Cornerstone Apothecary, Brown’s True Value
Hardware, Lucky Six Lanes,
The Hawk Shop, Cookies
by Design, Corning Revere,
Grand Harbor Resort, Harry
& David, Aspen Wellness,
and Big G.
In addition, corporate
sponsors donated merchandise for the auctions and
rafﬂes. National companies
included Coca-Cola Refreshments, KitchenAid, Best
Buy, Americrown, Cuisinart,
Keurig, Mead Westmavo, MSI
Mold Builders, University
of Phoenix, Olive Garden,
Paul Deen Co., Rabbit Air,
Texas Roadhouse, Theisen’s, Stampin Up, Events
Promotions
Now,
WellTraveled Living, 4 Imprint,
Applebee’s,
Bennigan’s,
Chili’s, Coldstone Creamery,
Coralridge Mall, Gourmet
Gift Baskets, Outback Steak
House, Carpet One, Oriental
Trading, Papa Murphy’s, Pizza Hut, Red Lobster, Rumba,
Scheels, Ganz, Grill Toppers, Honest Brands, Panera
Bread, Conrad and Waldorf
Hotels, Home Depot, InMart
Group and Walmart. The
committee sincerely apologizes to any company whose
generosity was inadvertently
omitted from this article.
Jayne Soppe was born
Feb. 12, 1960, in Manchester.
She attended St. Mary’s Catholic School and graduated
from West Delaware High
School in 1978. She graduated from Loras College in

Above photo: The Swift family
during the Hope luncheon event
last fall. Right photo: Cathy BralHorgan during the auction. Organizers said the event, to raise
awareness for breast cancer, was
a success.

Courtesy photos

1982. In 1983 she married
Mark Swift and began teaching at St. Mary’s School.
Jayne and Mark moved to
Marengo in 1985 when they
purchased Brown’s Hardware.
Jayne Swift held teaching
jobs at St. Matthew’s in Cedar Rapids and BGM before

coming to Iowa Valley in 1987
as a reading teacher then accepted the media specialist
position. She was also the
religious education director
for St. Patrick’s Church and
an active community volunteer in Marengo.
Jayne was diagnosed
with breast cancer about

ﬁve years before her death.
While battling cancer she
underwent surgeries and a
bone marrow transplant before her death April 27, 2001,
at age 41. Jayne and Mark
are the parents of four children: Sarah, Michelle, Jacob
and Matt.

Flea Market/Auto Swap Meet
Iowa County Fairgrounds
800 E. Marion St., Marengo, Iowa

Friday, May 11th • 2 p.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday, May 12th • 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday, May 13th • 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Additional Vendor Spaces Available
Over
30
Vendors!

For information, contact:
Dave Bral - 319-330-1384
Juli Stanford - 641-990-0878

Food Available on Grounds
Free Parking and Free Admission

For more information about
Marengo Memorial Hospital
or to schedule an
appointment with Dr. Kuiper,
call 319.642.5543 or
888.642.5543 ext. 8150

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.
www.read.gov

